Hatchet Study Extension Menu

For this activity, you are to select one activity from EACH row that you want to complete to illustrate your understanding of the characters, plot, and setting of Hatchet.  As you finish each task, answer the standards-based question on the back for that story element.
	The time in which the story occurs is as an important part of the setting as is the place in which the action occurs.  Consider the importance of time to your story.  How might your story be different if it had occurred in a different century?  How might your story be different if it had occurred in a different place?  Write a new story to illustrate how changing time and place would change the characters and plot of the story. (Setting) (Verbal)
	Identify a specific place and time from your story.  Then describe in four or fewer sentences a main event that occurred in the setting.  Finally, describe how the setting may have influenced the character actions in this event.  Could the event that you described have taken place in a different setting?  Explain your answer.

Consider this:  Do you see any special attitudes or beliefs from this place and time that might have affected or influenced the characters or their actions?  Explain. 
(Setting)  (Verbal)
	Authors use figurative language and descriptive words to “paint a picture with words.”  You read the words and are able to form a picture of the setting in your mind’s eye.  Examine several passages where your author paints a “picture with words. “  Then, select a setting of your choice—such a state fair, a barnyard, a concert hall, a movie theater, a horseshow, a baseball game, your room on a snowy day, your family’s kitchen, a gymnasium, or your classroom—and use words to “paint a picture” of your choice of setting. (Setting) (Verbal)

	Redesign the book jacket.

~Create a new cover image.

~Write a review of your book/story for inclusion on the book jacket.  
a. Ask a question that force a connection between the reader and the story and create interest in your book.  

b. In no more than two sentences, summarize the plot.  

c. Connect this plot to that of another book that your reader might have read. (If you liked___, you’ll love___)

d. Comment on the quality of the plot.

e. Make recommendations to prospective readers, backing up your ideas with facts/examples from the text. (Plot) (Verbal/Visual)
	Using whatever visual you choose, illustrate the five parts of the plot (initiating conflict, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution) in the story you’re reading.  Be sure to label each part and describe what events in the story constitute each plot element.  Really try to set your creativity in motion and create something visually attractive and unusual. (Plot) (Visual)
	For the story that you’re reading, please list two different causes—actions that produce a result—and two different effects that occur as a result of each of these actions.  Trying to think outside the box, imagine at least one other possible result for each cause—something that might have happened but which did not actually occur.  Then, hypothesize as to how the plot and the outcome of the story might have been different if your possible effects had occurred.  Rewrite the ending of the story to reflect your new outcome. 
(Plot) (Verbal/Logical)

	Pretend that you are one of the characters in a story and write a letter to a character in another story that you’ve read.  Be sure to include your ideas about major events in the story, how you feel about your interaction with other characters, ways that you think you’re alike or different from the other character, and any other information that will reveal an understanding of character. (Character) (Verbal)
	List 5 decisions that your character made throughout the novel.  Rank each of the decisions on a scale of 1-5 on how well you think he thought out his actions.  Write an explanation of the decision that you think he thought out the most and the one you think he thought out the least.  

1—least  5--most
(Character) (Logical/Verbal)
	Create a triple Venn diagram to compare and contrast the main character in the story/book that you’re reading with the main character in a different story/book, and finally with yourself.  Pay close attention to what characters say, what they do, and what others say about them as you reflect in depth on characters

(Character) (Visual/Logical/Intrapersonal)


Name ___________________________________
Date:________

Standard: ELAGSE6RL5 Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 
Setting:  In Hatchet, how did the fact that Brain landed near a lake impact the story’s plot?  Explain your thinking with evidence from the text.
Standard: ELAGSE6RL3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves towards a resolution. 

Plot:  What do you believe is the climax of the story?  Describe the scene and explain why you believe it is the climax.

Character:  Describe how Brain changed throughout the story. Focus on what he was like at the start of the story, at the climax of the story, and at the end of the story.  What caused him to change?
Reflection:  What did you think about the extension menu?  Did you find it helpful?  Would you recommend doing another one in the future?  What would you change? 
