
Glossary [FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE] 

 

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE: language used in a nonliteral way to express a relationship between essentially 

unlike things or to exaggerate a state of being and thus, create a special effect or feeling (also referred to as 

figures of speech).  

 

Allegory: a work of fiction in which most of the characters, settings, and events stand for something larger 

than themselves. 

 

Allusion: a brief reference to a person, event, or place (real or fiction) or to a work of art that the author 

assumes the reader will understand. For example: a character’s weakness is called his “Achilles heel.” 

Allusions are often footnoted. 

 

Analogy: a literal comparison between two items, situations, or ideas that are somewhat alike but unlike in 

most respects (usually a complex item compared with a simple item). 

 

Euphemism: the substitution of an agreeable or less offensive expression for one that may offend or suggest 

something unpleasant. (passed away for death) 

 

Extended Metaphor: a figure of speech that compares two things throughout an entire work or for a great 

part of it. More common in poetry. 

 

Hyperbole: a figure of speech involving great exaggeration. The effect can be satiric or comic. It uses 

obvious and intentional exaggeration in the service of truth for special effect. It’s an overstatement. 

 

Malapropism: the replacement of an appropriate word by one with similar sound but inappropriate meaning. 

(He is the very pineapple of politeness) 

 

Meiosis: the use of understatement to produce a greater positive or negative effect. (That was no small 

accomplishment)  

 

Metaphor: a figure of speech that involves an implied comparison between two things that are essentially 

unlike, where the figurative term is substituted for or identified with the literal term. (His eyes are dark pools) 

 

Metonymy: a figure of speech that substitutes one word for another that is closely related. 

(He is a man of the cloth, The pen is mightier than the sword, The face that launched a thousand ships) 

 

Personification: the representation of abstractions, concepts, or inanimate objects as living things or human 

beings by endowing them with human qualities. 

 

Pun: a single word or phrase that plays on words by having two meanings or having the same sound. (The 

lifeguards agreed to pool their resources) Often humorous, yet just as often, having a serious purpose.  

 

Simile: a figure of speech involving a comparison using a word such as like or as or than or similar to or 

resembles or seems. (Her lips were as red as a rose) 

 

Symbol: a person, place, event, or object that has meaning in itself but also suggest other meanings as well. 

(The flag is a symbol for patriotism) 

 

Synecdoche: the whole is used for part or part is used for whole. (Give us this day our daily bread) (Wall 

Street = the financial affairs of the whole U.S.) 


